Public Lands Preservation Act
HD 2334
Lead Sponsors: Sen. James Eldridge (D-Acton) and Rep. Ruth Balser (D-Newton)
The Public Lands Preservation Act (PLPA) would further the long-standing goal of preventing the loss of
constitutionally protected public parks, conservation land, forests, watersheds and other natural resource lands
(Article 97 lands). These lands are major contributors to clean water, clean air, quality of life, recreation for
people from all walks of life, habitat for our diverse species of plants and wildlife, a robust tourism industry, and a
strong economy. They also play a key role in reducing carbon emissions and guarding against the impacts of
climate change.
What the PLPA would do
The PLPA requires that a municipality or state agency proposing disposition of or change in use of any lands or
easements acquired for natural resource purposes (Article 97 land):
● Provide, in most cases, replacement land of comparable acreage, location, and natural resource value, i.e.,
no net loss.
● Notify the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA) and provide information that would
allow the Secretary to assess the need for the disposition or change in use, the availability of feasible
alternatives, and the suitability of the replacement land being provided, and to make a recommendation on
the proposed disposition.
The bill provides exemption from the replacement land requirement where there will be no physical change in the
land, any change will be temporary, the transfer or change is of buildings, or the parcel is of minimal size and
natural resource value.
Changes in the PLPA
Rather than attempting to establish legislative policy, the revised version of the bill filed this session provides
direction to the municipality or state agency seeking to change the use or otherwise dispose of Article 97 lands or
easements. The bill also formalizes the current process EOEEA uses to vet any proposed change or disposition,
requires early notification of EOEEA to facilitate the process, and requires EOEEA to make recommendations to
the legislature.
Supporting organizations:
Environmental League of Massachusetts
Appalachian Mountain Club
Mass Association of Conservations Commissions
Mass Audubon
Mass Chapter of the Sierra Club
The Nature Conservancy
The Trustees of Reservations
Plus over 100 environmental organizations, conservation commissions, and other public bodies. See next page.

For more information, contact:
Ken Pruitt, Executive Director, Environmental League of Massachusetts
kpruitt@environmentalleague.org
617-742-2553
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